On August 11, 2025, sitting President Donald Trump ordered the deployment of National
Guard troops to Washington, D.C. He purported that an emergency was underway, listing three
attacks from earlier in the year against government officials !. In a second Executive Order, the
President amended the wording of the original order to state a National Guard force shall be
readied, ““...in the Nation’s capital that can be deployed whenever the circumstances necessitate,
and that could be deployed, subject to applicable law, in other cities where public safety and
order has been lost.” 2 The President went on to mention cities like Chicago 3, saying, “Chicago's
a mess, you have an incompetent mayor, grossly incompetent," Trump told reporters on Friday,
referring to Johnson, who is Democratic and a vocal Trump critic. "And we'll straighten that one

out probably next," the president said.

Let’s take a look at some of the crime statistics from large cities in the United States of
America.

We can start with Chicago, where murders are at their lowest rate in five years 4.
Governor JB Pritzker of Illinois stated, “The safety of the people of Illinois is always my top
priority. There is no emergency that warrants the President of the United States federalizing the
Illinois National Guard, deploying the National Guard from other states, or sending active duty

military within our own borders.” 3
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In New York City, the NYPD reports that crime overall is trending downward. ¢ In
Washington, DC, the original site of the National Guard deployments, crime is also reported to

be trending downward. ”

The original Executive Order stated that Washington was suffering from “violent,
menacing street crime”. 3 As evidenced by the crime stats report from the Metropolitan Police
of Washington, DC, crime is down overall. Violent crime is down 27%, while property crime is
down 5%. Overall, the total of crimes is down 8%. ° It begs the question, what menacing street

crimes is the President referring to?

That answer is within the Executive Order: “The local government of the District of
Columbia has lost control of public order and safety in the city, as evidenced by the two embassy
staffers who were murdered in May, the Congressional intern who was fatally shot a short
distance from the White House in June, and the Administration staffer who was mercilessly
beaten by a violent mob days ago.” ' He further states within the same paragraph that citizens,
tourists, and government officials are unable to live peacefully in the Capital, which is under

siege from violent crime.
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The crime statistics would point in the opposite direction. The same can be said of many
of the places the President has mentioned in passing. He attempted to deploy National Guard
troops to Los Angeles, but Governor Gavin Newsom filed a lawsuit to prevent it from
happening. '! The National Guard have also now been authorized to carry their weapons, though

only to be used in cases of self defense. 2

At what point do we decide to start calling this a police state? Let’s look at police states
from the past. Likely, the most well known happened in Nazi Germany. Kristallnacht was a
pivotal event in the lives of many, finally showing that the Nazis were not going to stop at slurs.
But it did not begin with Kristallnacht. In a book titled What We Knew, written by Eric Johnson
and KarlHeinz Reuben, we are able to read the words of survivors. They interviewed Jewish

people and German people, and their words are powerful and important.

The Jewish people interviewed told us about SS guards standing outside of Jewish shops
to tell Germans not to shop there. They told us about the Hitler Youth and how cruel it could be.
Interestingly, the Jewish people relied on the German Polizei to defend them from the

Nazis.

The Germans, some of whom were in the Hitler Youth, recall the times virtually the
same, but also with caveats. Most will say they knew nothing of the internment camps, while

the Jewish people will claim everyone knew but did not believe.

In these interviews we see a gradual rise of a police state. People were pulled from their

homes and sent away, never to return. Today, immigration forces are rounding up people from
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work sites, court rooms, and even their homes. The administration is saying they are arresting
murderers and violent criminals, but according to NPR, most arrested have no criminal
background. 1> We call these immigration officers ICE today. In Nazi Germany, they were named

the Gestapo.

With the threat of ongoing National Guard deployments to cities who have not requested
them, we are seeing a fall of democracy. Our beloved country is running towards a police state
and oligarchy, and if we do not stand up now, we will be witness to the collapse and we will be

liable for all the abuses that will occur.

Some claim the President’s notion of sending National Guard to Democrat controlled
areas is an act of political retribution. 14 While the President maintains that blue cities are the
most crime ridden, the statistics point elsewhere. My own state of Ohio has four cities which are
dangerously overridden with crime, but the President is not looking at Akron at the moment. He

has, however, threatened to deploy troops to nineteen additional states, Ohio included. '3

Ironically, during the January 6, 2021 insurrection, there was no call for the National
Guard until some hours had passed. The riots ended with five dead, including one Capital Police
Officer. !¢ A time ripe for the National Guard to step in was largely ignored by the sitting
President, Donald Trump, and yet he is calling for their deployment into cities where crime has

gone down.
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The flagrant lies about crime serve to create the National Emergency President Trump
called into place in Washington, DC. The same tactics were used in Nazi Germany. “To present
the invasion as a morally justifiable, defensive action, the German press played up “Polish
atrocities,” referring to real or alleged discrimination and physical violence directed against
ethnic Germans living in Poland.” '7 Hitler’s government used propaganda to enflame the

tempers of the German people and pull support for the invasion of Poland.

We can see President Trump doing the same now. “Immigrants are criminals.” “We have
a national emergency for crime.” The words are propaganda specifically selected to fuel

discontent and divide among Americans.
And it’s working.

In a study, Gallup polls found that an astonishing eighty percent of Americans believe we
stand divided on key issues facing our nation. '® Interestingly, the Republicans polled saw
greater unity under Republican Presidents, and the Democrats polled saw greater under President
Obama. No matter what side of the spectrum we stand on today, the truth of our division is plain

to see.

With both sides creating “others”, each seeks to dehumanize their opponents. This method of
“others” was deployed in Nazi Germany. Propaganda spread wide and far spoke of Jewish

people, as well as disabled and Roma peoples, as roaches, foxes, or vultures. ' While the
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Republicans have been repeatedly on record decrying Democrats as evil 2, Democrats

themselves are infighting and saying the party rolls over too much. 2!

Both of these views are problematic, as they only create more division both between and
within parties. Now would be a good time to reflect on the words of former President Barack

Obama:

“There is not a liberal America and a conservative America — there is the United States of

America. There is not a black America and a white America and Latino America and Asian

America ... there’s the United States of America.”

These words are powerful. They speak of a united America, and the importance of being
united. My neighbor is my neighbor, no matter where they stand on the political spectrum. I will
defend his rights, just as [ hope he would defend mine.

We need to be defending our rights, and those around us. If we are in a protest about the
National Guard deployments, are we to stand by while those around us are arrested? Are we to

fight back, and risk ourselves being put in jail?

I beg of my fellow Americans to stand up for those repressed people we see, and the ones
we don’t. If we rise as a country, we can take back our politics from these extreme factions on

either side. Make America Great Again is President Trump’s motto.
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But what greatness are we now trying to achieve? One with inequalities for minorities,
disabled, and women? Or one where our politicians could work together to make policies for all

Americans?

I fear the answer.
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